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CLASSIC MINIATURE COSTUMES 
Inspired from ceremonial and everyday attires of the  

Maharajas of India from 1850 to 1950 

 
by artist Geeta Khandelwal 

 

2 October – 28 October 2019 
 

Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum presents ‘Classic Miniature Costumes inspired from ceremonial 

and everyday attires of the Maharajas of India from 1850 to 1950’ by Geeta Khandelwal. The 

exhibition will be on view at the Kamalnayan Bajaj Special Exhibition Gallery, Dr Bhau Daji 

Lad Museum from 2 October to 28 October 2019. 
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Indian costume is a wide and varied field, one that incorporates richly brocaded silks to 

sumptuous velvets and finely woven cotton. Each article of clothing demonstrates the range 

of materials and weaving techniques prevalent in the country, including embellishments in 

the form of intricate embroidery, beads or semi-precious stones.  

 

No one enjoyed dressing up more than the maharajas as they held court dressed in all their 

finery, displaying their status and prosperity. Unfortunately not much has survived in the 

shape of actual costumes, as the climate in India makes it difficult to preserve textiles. But 

historical visuals, in the form of paintings and sculpture, have allowed us to see and study the 

rich variety of costumes that existed. At the same time, some textile traditions have persisted 

in the country showing the continuation of methods and techniques in their production. 

 

In this exhibition, textile artist Geeta Khandelwal has meticulously recreated miniature 

garments of ceremonial and everyday attire of the maharajas of India, drawing on fabric and 

styles over a span of a hundred years, from 1850 to 1950. Geeta has based her recreations on 

references drawn from the Calico Museum’s publication ‘Indian Costumes in the Collection 

of the Calico Museum of Textiles’ by B. N. Goswamy and Kalyan Krishna (1993).  The book 

includes detailed patterns by Tarla P. Dundh, which give measurements and show individual 

sections of the garments. Types of fabrics used, colours, details of embroidery, buttons and 

ties are also illustrated in the publication.  

 

Following patterns available in the book, Geeta has recreated male attire consisting of long 

robes known as jamas, angarkhas, choghas or sherwanis. Each miniature garment has been 

hand-stitched, in collaboration with master tailors and embroiderers. She has used largely 

vintage fabrics from her personal collection, which reflect the great diversity of Indian 

materials in use since the early 19th century. These range from fine silks and brocades of 

Varanasi, hand-block prints of Gujarat and Rajasthan, fine muslin of Bengal, pashmina 

jamavar of Kashmir, and chikankari embroideries of Lucknow amongst others. 

 

About Geeta Khandelwal 

Geeta Khandelwal is a textile artist from Mumbai who has been working in the field for over 

fifty years. She is a passionate quilt maker and has served on the board of the International 

Quilt Study Center from 2003 to 2008. She has also participated in many quilt exhibitions 

around the world, including the Houston Quilt Festival (1985) and the Patchwork Quilt 

Festival of Alsace, France (2014). Geeta is the author of ‘Godharis of Maharashashtra, 

Western India’ (2014). 
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About Dr Bhau Daji Lad Museum  

The Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum opened to the public in 1857 and is Mumbai's oldest museum. It is 

the erstwhile Victoria and Albert Museum, Bombay, which showcases the city’s art and culture 

through a rare collection of fine and decorative arts that highlight early Modern Art practices as well 

as the craftsmanship of various communities of the Bombay Presidency.  

 

The Museum was in a derelict condition and underwent a comprehensive five-year restoration by 

INTACH supported by the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai and the Jamnalal Bajaj 

Foundation. The project won UNESCO’s international Award of Excellence for cultural conservation 

in 2005. The Museum re-opened in 2008 with an extensive exhibition programme and is committed to 

promoting contemporary art and culture.  

 

The Museum hosts an extensive exhibitions programme which explores the importance of the 

collection and includes a strong focus on contemporary art and culture. The Museum has partnered 

with several international institutions to showcase artists and exhibitions including the Victoria and 

Albert Museum, British Library, Solomon R Guggenheim Museum and Museum of Modern Art in an 

effort to facilitate international cultural exchange.  

 

The Museum’s education and outreach programme aims to build and diversify the Museum’s 

audiences. On offer is a rich selection of programmes including workshops, film, music and courses 

and lectures on history of art focused on providing stimulating, participatory experiences that respond 

to different age, interest and language groups, and recognize a diversity of backgrounds. These 

experiences are aimed at encouraging critical engagement with Mumbai’s history, art and cultural 

developments. 

 

For more information about the Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum, please visit:  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BDLMuseum  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/BDLMuseum  

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bdlmuseum/ 

Website: www.bdlmuseum.org  

E-mail: enquiry@bdlmuseum.org  

Telephone: +91 22 23731234  

 

For Listings  
Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum presents, ‘Classic Miniature Costumes: Inspired from 

ceremonial and everyday attires of the Maharajas of India from 1850 to 1950’ by textile artist 

Geeta Khandelwal 

2 October – 28 October 2019.  

 

Exhibition Venue:  
The Kamalnayan Bajaj Special Exhibitions Gallery  

Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum  

91A Rani Baug, Veer Mata Jijabai Bhonsle Udyan  

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Marg,  

Byculla East, Mumbai 400027  

 

Timings:  
10:00 am to 6:00 pm | last entry 5:30 pm  

Closed on Wednesdays and certain public holidays  

 

For media enquiries, please contact: 

Ruta Waghmare, Mobile: 9833612692, Email: rwaghmare@bdlmuseum.org 

 


